
You will notice big changes in room 

133 in Otto Olsen.  In March, we be-

gan construction on our full scope 

branch  simulation lab, transforming 

what was once a  machinery lab that 

held welding and metal work equip-

ment into a cutting edge educational 

environment for Industrial    Distribu-

tion students.                                                   

Construction of the lab has included 

an addition of a showroom and an 

Inside/ Outside Sales Office, which 

will provide a 

unique setting for 

students to experi-

ence actual busi-

ness dialogue and 

processes.  The 

dividing wall 

has now been 

framed and is awaiting  drywall.  

Through generous contributions, 

many project materials were sup-

plied.  Although several companies 

expressed interest, we are now need-

ing the racking for the warehouse.  

òCompanies who have visited the 

campus and the site for the lab are as  

excited as we are about 

the developmentsó said 

Dr. Jim Toppen, òNow we 

just need a little of their 

product and knowledge 

to make it       

complete.ó                                                                                                   

Items Still  Needed:  

Forklift  

Racking System  

Banding Equip-

ment  

Cameras for 
taping training 
sessions  

Shrink Wrap Equipment  

Product for sales simulations  

 

Products would include anything from 

plumbing to electrical supplies. This may 

be a good opportunity to relieve a com-

pany of any dead stock they may have.  

The only stipulation is that the product be 

in good condition in order  to maintain a 

professional sales floor.          

 

Assistance is also needed in developing a 

bar code system for the lab.   

 

This lab will allow us to continue our tradi-

tion of excellence in preparing our stu-

dents for careers after their UNK experi-

ence. òThe lab will provide our students 

with the real world training that I had to 

provide college graduate trainees in my 

branch and this training will put our stu-

dents ahead of other distribution gradu-

atesó  says Toppen, former Branch  Man-

ager for HD Supply.  

For more information on how you can        

contribute,  please contact Jim Toppen at 

(308) 865 -8694 or ToppenJL@unk.edu.   

Branch Simulation Lab 

 

Industrial 

Distribution  
S u m m e r  2 0 0 9 

òPreparing  technical 

sales representatives 

and  future business 

leaders.ó 

Special Thanks to our Program Partners!  

Save the Date!  

The UNK            
Industrial           

Distribution      
Career Event will 
be held  October 

12th -14th  

Please visit our 
website  

www.unkid.org  

later this summer 
for a complete 
schedule and      
registration  

Dividing wall construction 

Inside/Outside 

Sales Office 

Sales Simulation  Office 
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Don and three ID Alumni 

From Left to Right: 

Jon Doell, KOMT, 

Don Envick, 

Tim Harrahill, Midco Supply 

and  

Paul Beckenhauer, Midco Supply 

National Recognition 

Congratulations to our Grads! 

Don Envick Leaves a Legacy 
Dr. Envick founded the In-

dustrial Distribution program 

at UNK in 1987, with the 

first graduates in 1991, a 

class of 5.  Since that time he 

has enjoyed the success of 

over 600 graduates.   

In 2000, Dr. Envick received 

the Leland Holdt Security 

Mutual Life Distinguished 

Faculty Award, the highest 

accomplishment for a faculty 

member reflecting teaching, 

research and service.  In 

April he was recognized by 

the Industrial Supply         

Association during their    

national convention opening        

ceremony for his              

contributions to the industry. 

The UNK College of       

Business and Technology        

presented him with the     

lifetime achievement award 

in May. 

Through his many accom-

plishments, he remained    

focused on preparing        

students for technical sales 

and future leadership roles; 

always demonstrating a 

genuine concern for the    

students in the program 

Dr. Envick will leave a leg-

acy at the University of    

Nebraska at Kearney as he 

retires.  Through his       

leadership, the program has 

built a dedicated team of  

faculty and staff, and       

continued to recruit students 

and corporate partners to 

carry on the traditions that 

have been 20 years in the 

making. 

Although Dr. Envick will be 

spending time at his favorite 

fishing hole you may still 

reach him by email           

EnvickD@unk.edu.          

Actually he hasnôt given up 

teaching yet and will be 

spending  July ï October  in 

San Antonio teaching a 

course at St. Maryôs        

University. 

Heather Fellows              

Beau Gamet                    

Kayla Gehle                     

Todd Guenther                 

Sam Harris                                  

Clint Hay                           

Kellen Huebner               

Brian Hying                        

Kari Kent                           

Samantha Krings              

The following are the 

Spring 2009 Industrial  

Distribution Graduates: 

John Bengston                 

Nick Bennett               

Megan Carr                   

Shannon David              

Leslie Dent                     

Michael Eiberger        

Nathan Luth                  

Christopher Matheny     

Christopher Myers            

Tyler Pratt                       

Justin Schneider                 

Kyle Stark                        

Taylor Teply                         

Craig Zegers  

 

ñFewer than one percent of 

all colleges and universities 

are on the 2009 Top      

University Sales Program 

list,ò Dr. Don Envick said. 

ñThe key to our success is a 

driven faculty, staff and 

student body who believe in 

the ID Program vision, have 

a passion for success and 

know we can be the bestò. 

In a press release regarding 

our inclusion to the list, 

Jeanne Frawley, USEF Di-

rector , said ñUNK is    

leading the way for the state 

in sales and education. A 

true national differentiator 

for the UNK program is the 

focus on technical sales.ò 

The complete list of Top 

University Sales Programs 

can be viewed online at:  

www.saleseducationfoundat

ion.org 

In the spring of 2009, the 

UNK Industrial Distribution 

Program was named one of 

the top in the nation by the 

University Sales Education 

Foundation (USEF).  The 

spring 2009 issue of   

ñSelling Powerò Magazine  

also included a supplement 

that featured the top pro-

grams both nationally and 

internationally, and the 

UNK ID program was the 

only  Nebraska Institution 

to make that list.            

Ladies Fall Event 

   Thursday,             

November 5th 

7:00 p.m. 

Sponsorship Levels  

Begin at $250   

Celebrating the 

women in excellence! 

For more details,   

contact Chele Simon 

simonmm@unk.edu 

Kayla Gehle and 

Samantha Krings 



 

 

 

 

Jordan Alegria .............................. Winair ............................................... Longmont, CO 

Tate Allberry ................................. CED  ................................................... Omaha, NE 

Bryan Anderson ............................. Shelter Distribution  ........................ Lincoln, NE 

Tara Beveridge ............................. ABC Supply Co. Inc.  ...................... Longmont, CO 

Ashley Blaha .................................. Crescent Electric Supply Co. ........ Fort Collins, CO 

Matt Blanton .................................. ABC Supply Co. Inc.  ...................... Cedar Rapids, IA 

Ryan Cummins ................................ Versatile Roofing  .......................... Kearney, NE 

Philip Cyza ..................................... Omaha Windustrial ....................... Omaha, NE 

Kyle Davison .................................. South Denver Windustrial ............. Denver, CO 

Kelli Decker .................................... Kriz-Davis ......................................... Omaha, NE 

Adam Drudik .................................. NMC .................................................. Omaha, NE 

Jeff Foster ...................................... Winnelson ......................................... Denver, CO 

Cory Hendrickson* ........................ CED .................................................... Omaha, NE                  

Matt Howe ..................................... ABC Supply Co. Inc. ....................... Indianapolis, IN 

Justin Judy ...................................... T-L Irrigation Company ................. Hastings, NE 

Chad Kasperbauer....................... Landmark Implement Inc.. ............. Minden, NE 

Billy Kaufhold ................................ ABC Supply Co. Inc. ....................... Forth Worth, TX 

Matt Kollars* ................................. WinWater........................................ Kansas City, MO 

Maria Lopez .................................. Fastenal ............................................ Lexington, NE 

Tyler Macke ................................... Eaton Corporation .......................... Minneapolis, MN 

Brian McDonald ............................ IBT ...................................................... Kansas City, MO 

Jake McMillan ............................... ABC Supply Co. Inc. ....................... Kenosha, WI 

Jordan McNitt ................................ CED ð All-Phase  ............................. Colorado Springs, CO 

Jared Meyer* ................................ NMC .................................................. Omaha, NE 

Tim Nelms ....................................... CED ð Rensenhouse  ....................... Kansas City, MO 

Thaddeus Oliverius ....................... ABC Supply Co. Inc.  ...................... West Allis, WI 

David OõNeill................................. Viking Electric Supply .................... Minneapolis, MN  

Kiley Peterson ................................ Viking Electric Supply .................... Minneapolis, MN 

Blake Sloan* .................................. CED .................................................... Mountain Home, AR 

Wes Sorensen* .............................. Crescent Electric Supply Co ......... Casper, WY 

Cody Spencer ................................ Gexpro ............................................. Denver, CO 

Cory Staehr.................................... Midwest Vehicle Professionals ..... York, NE 

Sam Sutton* ................................... Kearney Implement ........................ Kearney, NE 

Alan Tikalsky .................................. Contractors Siding & Window..... Omaha, NE 

Alex Tipton ..................................... POOLCORP ..................................... Omaha, NE 

Jim Wyant ...................................... Kelly Supply Company ................. Grand Island, NE                                        

                                    

                                    *Will graduate at the end of the internship 

           2009 Summer Internships 

Tyler Macke 

Eaton Corporation 

Minneapolis, MN 

�´�0�\���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�V�K�L�S���L�V���J�U�H�D�W���V�R���I�D�U�������,���D�P���U�H�D�O�O�\���H�Q�M�R�\�L�Q�J��
meeting the customers and getting to                      
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Alex Tipton �³  POOLCORP-Omaha, NE                                          

Cody Spencer 

Gexpro 

Denver, CO 

Tate Allberry  and     

Cory Hendrickson 

CED-Omaha, NE 

Philip Cyza 

Windustrial 

Omaha, NE 
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perience in the short 
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Ashley Blaha                         

Crescent Electrical    

Supply                                       

Fort Collins, Co 
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both UNK and my work 
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Matt Blanton                   

ABC Supply Co. Cedar 

Rapids, IA 


